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REF: EC BRUSSELS 2964 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: ON MAY 20, THE INFLUENTIAL GENERAL SECRETARY 
OF THE BELGIAN CONFEDERATION OF CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONS (CSC), 

JEF HOUTHUYS, TOLD A GROUP OF SIX LABOR ATTACHES OF MISSIONS 
ACCREDITED TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES THAT HE EXPECTS THE 
MAY 23-25 ETUC CONGRESS AT COPENHAGEN TO BE UNEVENTFUL. 

HOUTHUYS FAVORS POSTPONING THE ADMISSION OF THE ITALIAN 
CGIL TO THE ETUC UNTIL AFTER THE CONGRESS. HE INTIMATED THAT 
THE CHRISTIAN UNIONS WILL NOT SUPPORT DANISH LEADER THOMAS 
NIELSEN FOR THE ETUC PRESIDENCY. HE ATTRIBUTED THIS TO NIELSEN'S 
SUCCESSFUL EFFORT AT THE MAY 9 MEETING OF THE ETUC EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE TO DENY OBSERVER STATUS TO THE WORLD CONFEDERATION 
OF LABOR (WCL) AT THE ETUC CONGRESS IN COPENHAGEN. END SUMMARY. 

2. HOUTHUYS PREDICTED THAT THE ETUC CONGRESS WILL BE UNEVENTFUL 
BECAUSE THE MAJORITY OF ETUC LEADERS ARE CONSCIOUS OF THE NEED 

FOR AVOIDING CONTROVERSIES WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLE LEAD TO SERIOUS 
POLITICAL DIVISIONS WITHIN THE EXPANDED ETUC. HE SAID THAT SUCH 
DIVISIONS WOULD RENDER THE ETUC INOPERABLE AND THEREFORE INCAPABLE 
OF REALIZING ITS POTENTIAL AS A PRIMARY INSTRUMENT FOR ACHIEVING 
TRADE UNION UNITY IN WESTERN EUROPE. HOUTHUYS, WHO FAVORS CGIL ENTRY, 

BELIEVES THAT THE DESIRE 

FOR UNITY IS THE PRINCIPAL REASON WHICH WILL LEAD TO 
POSTPONING CGIL ADMISSION TO THE ETUC UNTIL SOME TIME AFTER THE 
CONGRESS. THE CHRISTIAN UNIONS, HE SAHD, WILL SUPPORT POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE CGIL AFFILIATION QUESTION IF PERMITTED TO VOTE ON THE ISSUE. 

3. HOUTHUYS WAS OPTOMISTIC ABOUT THE CHANGES OF ALSO AVOIDING 
A CONTROVERSY OVER THE ELECTION OF THE NEW ETUC PRESIDENT AT 
THE CZNGRESS. HE IS HOPEFUL THAT SOME KIND OF COMPROMISE CAN 
BE ARRANGED IN RESOLVING THE QUESTION OF WHO WILL BE THE NEW 
PRESIDENT ALTHOUGH HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE POSSIBILITY OF A CONTEST 
BETWEEN NIELSEN AND GEORGES DEBUNNE OF THE BELGIAN FGTB. 

4. WHEN ASKED WHAT POSITION THE CSC WOULD TAKE ON DEBUNNE'S 
CANDIDACY, HE DESCRIBED THE SITUATION AS A "DELICATE" MATTER 
WHICH HE WOULD CONSIDER AS A LEADER OF THE CSC, AS AN OFFICIAL 
OF THE WCL AND AS A BELGIAN. THE LABOR ATTACHES PRESENT 
INTERPRETED THIS AS MEANING THAT HOUTHUYS WOULD SUPPORT DEBUNNE. 
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5. FORTIFYING THIS ASSUMPTION WAS HOUTHUYS' CRITICISM OF 
NIELSEN’S ACTION AT THE MAY 9 ETUC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING WHEN 
NIELSEN INTRODUCED A MOTION DENYING OBSERVER STATUS TO THE WCL 
ALONG WITH THE COMMUNIST WFTU. THE NIELSEN MOTION WAS APPROVED. 
ACCORDING TO HOUTHUYS, WHEN MAKING THE MOTION NIELSEN ALLEGEDLY 
SAID "IF BRUCK (WCL GENERAL SECRETARY JEAN BRUCK) ATTENDS, I WILL 
NOT." 
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6. COMMENT. ACCORDING TO ICFTU AND ETUC SECRETARIAT SOURCES THERE 
IS A MOVE AFOOT TO MAKE NIELSEN PRESIDENT AND DEBUNNE VICE PRESIDENT 
ALTHOUGH THE POSSIBILITY OF REVERSING THE ORDER IS NOT RULED OUT. 
THERE IS UNANIMITY IN THE BELIEF THAT THE QUESTION OF CGIL ADMISSION 
WILL NOT BE MADE AN ISSUE AT THE CONGRESS. GREENWALD 
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